
the area ha d regaIn e d mu c h of Its stability. and co n s tru c t io n 

actIvity began to increase . The are a ' s eco n omy has co ntinu ed 

to im p rove sin c e 1959 ~n d , as a cesult, co nstruction ac tivit y 

has been IncreasIng every year -- th i s act I v It y, in turn , has 

helped to strengthen the loca l eco nomy . 

Con sid ering the future, It is very probable that if th e 

popul~tion p rojections for WhItevIlle are reas o nably accurate, 

cons tru ct Ion activity WI l l be come increasingly sensitive t o 

the fluctua t ions of th e local economy 

Agri c ulture : 

Whit evil l e ' s e~onomy has develop~ d to 3 great extent 

aro und agricu l ture -- larg ely tobac ~ o o If th e farmers e xperi-

ence a plentiful h arvest an d receive go~ d market prices, it can 

be d etecte d l~ the buoyan cy of a Lm o st e v ery phase of the econ omy . 

LIkewise. If the quantit y and qu~ lity of tob acco are d ow n and 

market prI ces are low, the re is a general tighte nI ng of purse 

strings often r e sultIng in an economic slum p f~lt by local mer ­

chants, bankers. contrac tors, and all engaged in bUSIness acti -

vilies . 

Within th e last d eca d e, there are in d ications tha t White ­

vi ll e ' s econom I C d e pend ence on toba c co is begin n ing to d iminish . 

Year by ear, few er farme rs aTe relying sol ely on to ba cco as 

t helT only sou rce of income . Many of the margina l farmers are 

giving up farmIng altogether, an d those rema ini ng are finding 

it profitable to broaden theIr agricul tur a l base by supplement -

ing tobacco wIth livestock and other fiel d cro ps that wil l prov i de, 

i n most instan ce s, a fairly reliab l e source of income for those 

year s whe n th e tobacco yiel d s or pri ces are low. 

Wi thin the last few years, an almost unnoticed transition 

has b een occurring in Wh it evil le's economy; many of the to bacco 

dollars that h ave long helped to st.imulate the loc~l economy are 

now being supplemented, and in some instances replace d , b y in-

dustrial payroll d o lar As a result, th e fluctua t ions i n t o-

ba cco production an d market pri ~ es shoul d have a d imi nishing 

effe c t on the economy of WhIteville in the comIng years. This 
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